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Present were the following 42 members of the Branch:

Mr P Anderson, Mrs A Appleyard, Mrs S Bain, Miss M Benson, Miss K Bruce, Miss R Crabb-Wyke, Mrs P Dignam, Mrs R Discombe, Mr J Felton, Mrs A Findlay, Mr A Forsyth, Mrs M Forsyth, Mrs S Fyfe, Mr W Fyfe, Mr D Geddes, Mrs M Gowans,  Miss M Harris, Mr R Inkster, Mrs J Leys, Mrs M Lillie, Mr I Martin, Mrs J Martin, Miss L Martin, Mrs L McDonald, Mrs H McKenna, Mr P McKnight, Mrs J Riddoch,  Mrs M Robertson, Mrs I Shand, Mrs L Sherriffs, Mr F Sherrifs, Ms F Spence, Mr J Stott, Mrs A Stratton, Mr W Stuart, Mr W Sutherland, Miss E Swanson, Mrs F Taylor, Mr F Thomson, Miss Lin J Wood, Ms Lynn Wood, Mrs D Young.

	1.1
	Chairman’s Opening Remarks.

The Chairman, Sheila Fyfe, welcomed members to the 82nd Annual General Meeting of the Aberdeen Branch.  In her opening remarks she recorded the deaths of two Hon. Vice-Presidents, Lily Keith and George Pratt and also of Nancy Forbes, Mary Greet, George Hepburn, Duncan McRae-Gibson, Betty Milne, Graham Phillip and Paul Shand, who would be sadly missed.

Mrs Fyfe went on to highlight several events of the previous year.  Lesley Martin had accepted the Branch’s invitation to become an Honorary Vice-Presidents and at the Christmas Dance, Branch Awards had been presented to Jane Leys, Doris and Kenny Young. The April Day of Dance and the Summer Socials had been very successful and the publication and recording of the Children’s Book had rounded off the 80th year of the Branch.  Children’s classes had been well patronised but numbers attending adult classes unfortunately had declined.

Mrs Fyfe thanked those leaving the Committee – Margaret Gowans, Paul McKnight and Frank Thomson for their varied and unstinting contributions to the work of the Branch.  David Eastwood had resigned as Vice-Chairman because of ill health and Fiona Spence was thanked for taking on the role in an acting capacity, as were Lynn Wood (Secretary) and Fiona Taylor (Treasurer) and all members of Committee for their hard work and support.  Mrs Fyfe then provided details of events planned for the 2008 – 2009 session.



	1.2
	Apologies for absence were received from the Honorary President, Lady Aberdeen, Honorary Vice-Presidents, Doris Kinghorn, Lena McFarlane and 29 other members as follows: - Joan Anderson, Betty Calder, Robert Clark, Alexa Conacher, Bob Drummond, Ellon Drummond, Ernie Dunster, Elizabeth Graham, Tom Hall, Magdaleine Leiper, Dorothy Maitland, Heather  McDonald, Nichola McPherson, Gordon McRuvie, Jim Morrison, Moira Morrison, Mary Robinson, Sheila Simpson, Alan Smail, Anna Smail, John Tether, June Tether, Vera Tocher, Eileen Watson, James Watson, Betty White, Eric White, Anne Wood, Angela Young, 


	1.3
	Approval of the Minute of Previous Annual General Meeting

The minute of the Meeting of 26th March 2007 had been circulated beforehand to members.  After agreed amendment relating to the end of year accounts, the minute was unanimously approved and adopted on a proposal by Fiona Spence and seconded by Margaret Gowans.



	1.4
	Matters arising from the Previous Minutes:

There were no matters arising.



	2.
	Honorary Secretary’s Report

The Honorary Secretary’s Report had been circulated beforehand to members.  The Chairman thanked Jane Leys for her continued hard work as Membership Secretary and for providing the membership figures. 
On a proposal by Willie Fyfe seconded David Geddes, the Honorary Secretary’s Report was unanimously adopted. 



	3.
	Honorary Treasurer’s Report

Fiona Taylor presented the accounts and spoke of the surplus and loss breakdown for the year for adult and children’s classes.

A breakdown of the figures for the individual classes and events had been circulated at the meeting.

After discussion the Annual Accounts were unanimously adopted on a proposal by Jim Stott and seconded by Alastair Forsythe.



	4.
	Report from Headquarters

Although members are kept well informed about matters at a Society level through the Scottish Country Dancer, the Chairman had noted a number of initiatives from HQ in her opening welcome.  Jean Martin noted that the next edition of the Scottish Country Dancer should be available in April as they were currently at the distributers.



	5.1
	Appointment of Honorary President.

The appointment of June, Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair, as Honorary President was confirmed.  


	5.2
	Appointment of Honorary Vice-Presidents

The appointments as Honorary Vice-Presidents of Miss Doris Kinghorn, Mrs Lena MacFarlane, Miss Lesley Martin and Mr David Robertson were confirmed.



	6.1
	Election of Chairman     Nominee – Sheila Fyfe 

Proposed by Lynn Wood and seconded Paul McKnight.  There being no other nomination, Sheila Fyfe was duly elected as Chairman. 



	6.2
	Election of Vice-Chairman    Nominee – Paul McKnight

Proposed by Sheila Fyfe and Seconded by Lynn Wood.  There being no other nomination, Paul McKnight was duly elected as Vice-Chairman.



	6.3
	Election of Honorary Secretary    Nominee –  Lynn Wood
Proposed by Gordon McRuvie and seconded by Sheila Fyfe.  There being no other nomination, Lynn Wood was duly elected as Honorary Secretary.



	6.4
	Election of Honorary Treasurer.  Nominee – Fiona Taylor
Proposed by Elizabeth White and seconded by Isobel Bain.  There being no other nomination, Fiona Taylor was duly elected as Honorary Treasurer.



	6.5
	Election of Committee Members to replace those retiring.

Nominations received:

John Felton – proposed by Sheila Fyfe and seconded by Willie Fyfe.

John Tether  – proposed by Audrey Stratton and seconded by Lynn Wood

Nominations were invited from the floor for the third committee position.  

Jean Martin was proposed by Margaret Gowans and seconded by Frank Thomson.

With no further nominations from the floor and as the required number of nominations to fill vacant posts had now been received, John Felton, John Tether and Jean Martin were duly elected to serve on the Committee for three years.




	6.6
	Election of Delegates to the 2008 Society AGM

Members were reminded that its size entitles the Branch to have up to five AGM delegates, three of which were the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary.  Nominations were requested from the floor for two other delegates.

Frank Thomson – proposed by Jean Martin and seconded by Fiona Spence.

Marie Benson – proposed by Paul McKnight and seconded by Rosemary Crabb-Wyke.  

With no further nominations from the floor, these were elected.



	7.
	Appointment of Honorary Auditor.

Paul Anderson expressed his willingness to serve as Honorary Auditor, proposed by Sheila Fyfe and seconded by Willie Fyfe.  This appointment was confirmed.  



	8.
	Motions.

No motions had been received.



	9.
	Any other Competent Business.

Jean Martin noted that there were still minutes missing from the Branch records ; 1980-1989 loose leaflets and a Minute book October 1950-1952.  She suggested that it is requested that people look for old minutes in the next Newsletter.  Lynn Wood responded that a request for missing minutes had been included in last year’s AGM Agenda information and had elicited no response.
Lesley Martin requested clarification that the Intermediate and Beginners classes would be amalgamated but all classes remain the same.  This was confirmed.

Walter Sutherland queried if the accounts sheet available at the meeting was from January to December 2007.  This was confirmed.  Alastair Forsythe noted that the sheet supports the full accounts.

Walter Sutherland asked if the Spring 2008 dance made a surplus or loss.  He also expressed surprise that the band (Nicol McLaren) was only a trio as at Peterhead he had recently performed as a quartet.  It was noted that the band was a trio to keep the costs down as we are not allowed to provide our own catering (unlike Peterhead).  Over 100 attended the dance.  The figures for the dance were not yet available.

Martha Harris requested details about the deficit of the Dance Scottish Week.  It was noted that this was an HQ initiative which we agreed to support and to make our open evening a free event.  For the next Dance Scottish Week we may consider a payment.

Sheila Bain commented that the Dance Scottish Week event was more of a ceilidh rather than Scottish Country Dancing which may have given the wrong impression.  It was confirmed that the next event would be Scottish Country Dancing and would have initially four follow up classes.  Sheila Fyfe also noted that 12 people had started attending Scottish Country Dancing classes since the event, but not at RSCDS classes.  This year the committee will be targeting the Westhill area.



	10.
	Close of Meeting.

There being no other business, Sheila Fyfe thanked the committee again for all their hard work in particular Lynn Wood and Fiona Taylor.  She reminded members that an Open Forum would follow.  She thanked all those who had attended and wished all members a happy dancing year.  The meeting thereafter closed with thanks to the Chair.



Minute of the 82nd  Annual General Meeting of the Aberdeen Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society.


Held at Beechgrove Church Lounge, Midstocket Road, Aberdeen on 31st March 2008
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