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Aberdeen Branch




Present were the following 50 members of the Branch:

Paul Anderson, Sheila Bain, Gladys Ball, Marie Benson, Kathleen Bruce, Rosemary Crabb-Wyke, Rachel Discombe, John Felton, Anne Findlay, Alastair Forsyth, Moira Forsyth, Sheila Fyfe, Willie Fyfe, David Geddes, Tom Hall, Martha Harris, Ray Inkster, Jane Leys, Mary Lillie, Iain Martin, Jean Martin, Lesley Martin, Heather McDonald, Linda McDonald, Heather McKenna, Paul McKnight, Isobel McMillan, Gail Neiman, June Rae, Judith Riddoch, David Robertson, Annie Robertson, Mary Robinson, Irene Shand,  Louisa Sherriffs, Frank Sherrifs, Anna Smail, Fiona Spence, James Stott, Audrey Stratton, William Stuart, Walter  Sutherland, Evelyn Swanson, Fiona Taylor, Frank Thomson, Eileen Watson, James Watson, Lin J Wood,  Lynn Wood

	1.1
	Chairman’s Opening Remarks.

Sheila Fyfe, Chairman, welcomed members to the Aberdeen Branch’s 83rd AGM and made the following remarks:
First of all it is my sad duty to record that during the year one of our Honorary Vice- Presidents, Lena MacFarlane passed away. Furthermore, Alastair Hunter, a prominent musician known worldwide and many other branch members who had given sterling service to the Branch have also passed away.

Unfortunately, Lady Aberdeen, our Honorary President and Doris Kinghorn, one of our Vice-Presidents cannot be with us this evening, but I am delighted to welcome Lesley Martin and David Robertson our other two Vice-Presidents.  We also have with us Jean Martin, who received at the Society AGM, an RSCDS Scroll of Honour, which was presented to her in recognition of her outstanding services to the Society.  At our Christmas dance, Bob Drummond received a Branch Award for his services to the Aberdeen Branch. 

One of the highlights during my term of office was in May when we held a Drewry Dance and presented John with a silver quaich in appreciation of his contribution in devising a multitude of interesting dances.  Another gratifying outcome, this year, has been the number of members attending our branch classes. I am delighted to report that by targeting an area out with the city, we have successfully started a new class in Westhill. I personally feel this is the way forward to promote Scottish Country dancing.

During the year we held our usual Spring and Christmas dances, together with a Devisor’s evening and a dance to promote the Headquarters’ Initiative of Dance Scottish. These were all well attended and a great social atmosphere was generated by all who took part.  Last autumn a Teachers’ Certificate Class was started with a great response of 13 participants – the majority of whom are young adults, which bodes well for the future.

Turning to Finance, which is always a concern for your Committee, we are finding the cost of hire of halls and bands to be increasing. It is very difficult to price tickets in order that events break even. We have tried not to reduce our Capital for such events as this may lead to a slippery slope – after all we don’t want to follow the banking industry!!  The criteria we use for the pricing of tickets is based on 100 people paying but I am delighted to report that at the last Christmas Dance your Committee sold a magnificent 129 tickets which resulted in a surplus as seen on your Statistics sheet.

Aberdeen Branch is most fortunate to have such an efficient Secretary. I have found Lynn to be extremely conscientious and a pleasure to work with. Our Treasurer, Fiona Taylor, must also be congratulated for her hard work. I feel that at this point we should put our hands together and show them our appreciation.  Retiring from Committee, this year are Kathleen Bruce, Fiona Spence and Audrey Stratton and I should like to thank them for all their hard work and support during my term. My thanks also go to the remaining committee members, our teachers, helpers, musicians and you the members who make up the Aberdeen Branch.

In conclusion, it is time for me to demit office and I wish the new committee every success for the future.    



	1.2
	Apologies for absence were received from the Honorary President, Lady Aberdeen, Honorary Vice-President, Doris Kinghorn, and 28 other members as follows: - Joan Anderson, Brian Anderson, Aileen Appleyard, Morag Barclay, Rhona Bean, Margaret Brown, Dorothy Dickson, Pam Dignan, Bob Drummond, Ellen Drummond, Elizabeth Graham, Helen Jamieson,  Magdalen Leiper, Dorothy Maitland,  Nichola McPherson, Gordon McRuvie, Jim Morrison, Moira Morrison, Moira Robertson, Jack Ruddiman, Margaret Ruddiman,  Sheila Simpson, Alan Smail, Vera Tocher, Eric White, Anne Wood, Doris Young, Angela Young, 



	1.3
	Approval of the Minute of Previous Annual General Meeting

The minute of the Meeting of 31st March 2008 had been circulated beforehand to members.  After an agreed amendment relating to the end of year accounts, the minute was unanimously approved and adopted on a proposal by Paul Anderson and seconded by Iain Martin.



	1.4
	Matters arising from the Previous Minutes:

Jean Martin noted that a further 3 sets of old minutes were in the City Archive, only 1980 – 1989 are still missing.  The 1950-1952 minute book is also still missing.  Eileen Watson kindly produced most of the missing items.  



	2.
	Honorary Secretary’s Report

The Honorary Secretary’s Report had been circulated beforehand to members.  The Chairman thanked Jane Leys for her continued hard work as Membership Secretary and for providing the membership figures. 

On a proposal by Willie Fyfe seconded Frank Thomson, the Honorary Secretary’s Report was unanimously adopted. 



	3.
	Honorary Treasurer’s Report

Fiona Taylor presented the accounts and spoke of the surplus and loss breakdown for the year for adult and children’s classes.

A breakdown of the figures for the individual classes and events had been circulated at the meeting.

Sheila Fyfe noted that the Branch should be congratulated as we had lived through a difficult year with the credit crunch.  Headquarters had reported a £100,000 loss.

Jean Martin reported that the Teaching Certificate Class was shown in profit, but from January 2009 there had been more teaching and expenses so next year it will show a loss.

After discussion the Annual Accounts were unanimously adopted on a proposal by Frank Thomson and seconded by Jim Stott.




	4.
	Report from Headquarters

As members had regular copies of the Scottish Country Dancer they were familiar with Headquarters news.  

Lynn Wood informed the Branch that the committee had requested that the Society AGM be held in Aberdeen in 2010 and were awaiting a response.  

Isobel McMillan who was voted on to the Management Board of the Society at the AGM commented that in general there were falling numbers of members, but the Aberdeen branch was a very successful branch.  



	5.1
	Appointment of Honorary President.

The appointment of June, Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair, as Honorary President was confirmed.  


	5.2
	Appointment of Honorary Vice-Presidents

The appointments as Honorary Vice-Presidents of Miss Doris Kinghorn, Miss Lesley Martin and Mr David Robertson were confirmed.



	6.1
	Election of Chairman     Nominee – Paul McKnight 

Proposed by Sheila Fyfe and seconded Willie Fyfe.  There being no other nomination, Paul Mcknight was duly elected as Chairman. 



	6.2
	Election of Vice-Chairman    Nominee – Fiona Spence

Proposed by Paul Mcknight and Seconded by Marie Benson.  There being no other nomination, Fiona Spence was duly elected as Vice-Chairman.



	6.3
	Election of Honorary Secretary    Nominee –  Lynn Wood
Proposed by Gordon McRuvie and seconded by Sheila Bain.  There being no other nomination, Lynn Wood was duly elected as Honorary Secretary.



	6.4
	Election of Honorary Treasurer.  Nominee – Fiona Taylor
Proposed by Frank Thomson and seconded by  Sheila Bain.  There being no other nomination, Fiona Taylor was duly elected as Honorary Treasurer.



	6.5
	Election of Committee Members to replace those retiring.

Nominations received:

Linda Greig – proposed by Fiona Spence and seconded by John Felton.

Heather McKenna  – proposed by Betty White and seconded by Frank Thomson.

June Rae – proposed by Lynn Wood and seconded by Audrey Stratton.

As the required number of nominations to fill vacant posts had now been received, Linda Greig, Heather McKenna and June Rae were duly elected to serve on the Committee for three years.




	6.6
	Election of Delegates to the 2009 Society AGM

Members were reminded that its size entitles the Branch to have up to five AGM delegates, three of which were the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary.  Nominations were requested from the floor for two other delegates.

Rosemary Crabb-Wyke – proposed by Marie Benson and seconded by Betty White.

Marie Benson – proposed by Shiela Fyfe and seconded by Rosemary Crabb-Wyke.  

With no further nominations from the floor, these were elected.



	7.
	Appointment of Honorary Auditor.

Paul Anderson expressed his willingness to serve as Honorary Auditor, proposed by John Felton and seconded by Willie Fyfe.  This appointment was confirmed.  



	8.
	Motions.

No motions had been received.



	9.
	Any other Competent Business.

Ian Martin asked how Spring Fling had been.  Paul McKnight noted that as chairman of the committee he felt that the event was very successful.  Around 100 people attended the ceilidh on Friday evening, 44 stayed the whole weekend, and around 90 attended the Scottish Country Dance on the Saturday evening.

Jim Stott enquired about the new children’s book being produced by Headquarters.  Lynn Wood responded that she had just received a pack of 6 dances from Headquarters for “trial” and had circulated to all current Branch adult and children’s teachers.  Martha Harris asked if there was a date for publication and Lynn replied that she had been informed that it would be available at Summer School.

Frank Thomson asked about the new Membership Categories circulated at the meeting.  Would more information on the benefits be available?  Jean Martin commented that it was not a marketing tool, just information.



	10.
	Close of Meeting.

There being no other business, Paul McKnight thanked the committee again for all their hard work in particular Lynn Wood and Fiona Taylor.  He reminded members that an Open Forum would follow.  He thanked all those who had attended and wished all members a happy dancing year.  The meeting thereafter closed with thanks to the Chair.
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